Walk 4: Le Marquetton/ Les Sitos/ Picarel walk. Takes about 2 ½ to 3 hours.

 
The starting point is again the car park beside the Salettes Lake (1). Walk clockwise beside the lake to the restaurant, La Cahute. Then take the path diagonally right, uphill, between the restaurant and the Ventoux Adventure playground, leading into a sandy pinewood. Climb up this small valley (Le Marquetton), staying roughly in the middle, for well over a km until you emerge from the woods. About half way up, you pass a cabanon called Grangeon de Marcel.


At the T-junction as you leave the wood (2), turn left along a track (it quickly curves right again to continue in the same easterly direction). Just as you emerge from some more trees, a track turns sharp left towards a summer-house (3); take no notice, but keep straight on along a track between  fields. After a while you reach the trunks of some dead trees blocking the way. At this point, the farmer unfortunately put up two barbed-wire fences in March 2009 (no doubt to deter motor bikes and quads from illegally passing through his cherry-field). A rough path has since been established which by-passes this obstacle: look out for green blobs on your right which lead you back to the original route (two steep little banks to climb). Continue gently uphill along this path until you reach a crossroad, with a ruined stone hut on your left. Here, turn right along a path leading diagonally down the escarpment, through bands of red sand. You join the tarmac lane at a hairpin bend, just after an amphitheatre of red sandstone(4). Carry on downhill on the tarmac lane, past the next hairpin bend, leaving a house on your right. Shortly after, the road bends left. Take the path leading right from the road into the woods. Follow this, gently downhill, for a while (sandy underfoot), until you reach another T-junction (5). Turn right again. Another quite long sandy section, mostly level, but with some downhill stretches: follow the yellow marks carefully. Eventually, you reach a small tarmac road (6). Turn sharp right, uphill. (If you want to visit the Picarel
, you will have to make a detour behind the house called “La France”.) Continue past a house on your right until you reach another small road at a T-junction (7). Turn right, uphill. Follow this road as it winds up to the crest of the hill again.

 When the tarmac ends, you are almost back at (3), so need to turn back left into the wood. You can then just go back down to the lake the way you came (down the middle of the Marquetton valley). Or else, you can follow the yellow signs that lead you along the left (south) edge of the Marquetton valley (that route includes a short, steep, stony section) before plunging down a steep, sandy slope to your right, above the Adventure playground. A third alternative (possibly the best) is to go on a little further, and follow the path that leads you down the right-hand (north) side of the Marquetton valley as in Walk 3 (some old green-over yellow signs). All three paths lead you back to the lake.
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Mormoiron walks, no. 4: Le Marquetton, Les Sitos, le Picarel.










